220 SGIENGE AND SOCIETY

early sixties, but have since bounced back
in 1968/69- a position of equality matched
The number of women as a percentage of s
educational establishments makes the USSR
16).

Most of the minority non-Russian nationalities also increased as a
percentage of the total enrollment in institutions of higher education
between 1960-61 and 1966-67. The exceptions were the Estonians, Latvians, Georgians, Jews, Ukrainians and Tadzhiks- of which all but the
latter two nationalities were already represented in greater proportion
than their percentage of the total population. It would thus seem that
Soviet education is playing some role in equalizing remaining differences between the various nationality groups.
Public health is another area where the Soviet system appears to be
working especially well. According to Mark Field, "one might say that
in the area of the health care system, particularly in human and material resources, the Soviets have every reason to be satisfied with their accomplishments, at least quantitatively, and would thus have little reluctance to publish the data." But even here, the data pertaining to health
resources are more generous than those relating to morbidity. Some indication of the latter may of course be inferred from a look at the ex-

pansion of hospital beds by specialty (p. 114). One particular area of
expansion is the number of beds assigned to psychic diseases, which have
more than tripled over the past two decades. In contrast, the beds designated for skin-venereal diseases have expanded by only 50 per cent
during the same time span. Incidentally, medicine- despite its only average compensation- ranks very high in terms of occupational preferences
of high school students, right below physics and mathematics.

The labeling of Tables A.6 and A.6a seems to be transposed, which
is surprising since no less than five experts cooperated in the preparation of this section. Perhaps this is another case of too many cooks spoiling the broth.

Hofstra University lynn turgeon
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tigation and accountancy, such as may b
system.

Dobb shows that the impoverishment of bourgeois economics through
its increasing formaliza tion, via the rise of marginal utility and general
equilibrium theory, led unavoidably to a crisis of economic theory, reverberating through what he calls "a decade of high criticism." The current questioning of all the assumptions of neoclassical theory is accompanied by a partial return to its starting point, that is, to objective value

theory and the Ricardian theory of distribution. There is increasing
recognition that the elimination of the distribution problem through
the reduction of economic theory to the exchange process and a general system of price relations resulted in the loss of its plausibility and
therewith its ideological function.
Dobb sees in the return from economics to political economy a kind
of progress within the field of bourgeois economic theory. This return,
already foreshadowed in another form in the so-called Keynesian revolution, is, however, also a return to Marx's point of departure from classical economy. Although he knows him to be a critic of Ricardo, Marx
remains for Dobb a classical economist, who merely added to his analysis
of capitalism a general concept of historical development. Actually, political economy was for Marx the false consciousness, or ideology, of the
capitalist mode of production, hiding its underlying exploitative class
relations. The economic categories of classical economy, including the
labor theory of value, were for Marx fetishistic categories, bound up with
the specific relations of capitalist production and valid only for these
relations. He recognized that the destruction of bourgeois economic theory presupposes the destruction of capitalist society itself.
Until Marx, it was deemed sufficient to study capitalist development
on the basis of its contradictory fetishistic determination, without seeking to determine the system's fundamental laws of production and distribution. Only by seeing in capitalism the "natural" and only possible
mode of production- that is, on the basis of ideology- were the classicists
able to attain a degree of objectivity regarding the economy. It was this
which enabled Marx to destroy bourgeois economic theory by a thoroughgoing critique of the classical economists. To return at this late date to
classical theory, that is, to accept the exploitation of labor by capital,
to draw attention to the consequent forms of distribution, and therewith to the irrelevance of modern price theory and "positive" economics,

may be regarded as a sign of the times, but it is not a step beyond
bourgeois economic theory. Another step is necessary, namely, the step
Marx made by his criticism of political economy.
This is not to say that one should not pay attention to the evolution
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of economic theory, reflecting as it

talism itself. But this attention must remain critical, must be based on

a total rejection of all capitalist economic theory, which, despite various
modifications, can only serve capitalism. The past "decade of high criticism/* so eloquently described by Dobb, remained within the confines

of bourgeois theory; thus it could lead only to an ideologically more
adequate theory of capitalist production than that provided by the now
bankrupt neoclassical theory. Attempts are continually being made, on
an international scale, to find a reconciliation of "Marxism" and bourgeois economic theory. It is not totally excluded that "Marxism" will become the last refuge of bourgeois theory, and the return to the classical
economists will be a station on the way to this goal.
Apart from these considerations, and notwithstanding Dobb's sympathetic attitude toward the whole body of bourgeois economic theory,

his book will prove an asset for any student of political economy. It
clearly brings out the essential differences between the various proponents of the objective theory of value; their united opposition to those,
who, since the "Jevonsian Revolution," subscribed to a subjective value
theory; the adventures of the latter within the neoclassical doctrine; and
the transformation of economic theory into a mere technique of "adapting scarce means to given ends." It brings to the fore all the problems
which presently agitate the academic world and shows their relation to
those that preoccupied their predecessors.

Cambridge, Massachusetts paul mattick
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